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$284,183.

“I think Mr. Fujioka will be more than fair,” he

said. “I just want to get this done.”

The office has more than 700 trial attorneys

"and 1,100 total employees. Brown said his first
goal would be to “heal the polarization which
always occurs when you have several internal

candidates.”

“It is a great place,” he said. “I want to carry on
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We in this office have hired people from what
would be considered second-tier law schools, and
they are some of our best lawyers.”
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with the way she ran things.

“In any office, you'll have those
five-percenters,” Boxer said. “I know
the attorney’s union was very ul-
happy with my administration. We
were in a lawsuit with them, and it
wasn't a positive relationship. I think
that caused a Jot of hostility that was
distracting my lawyers from doing
the best job they could.”

Neither Ferguson nor Dante could
be reached for comment Wednesday.

Grover Merritt, a San Bernardino
County prosecutor who recently
headed the county’s Public Attorneys
Association — the union representing
both prosecutors and deputy public
defenders — said the association had
been pressing for the firing of Boxer
and Ferguson for about six months.

Boxer “bad extraordinarily dra-
conian ways of enforcing personnel

rules, and employed harsh interview
techniques,” Merritt said. “The mo-
rale was described to me as very low
for a very long time — two of three
years now. People were extremely
upset with the way management
treated very respected members of
that office.”

Jeff Lawrence, a former deputy
public defender who left the office in
October after 12 years, agreed.

“You walked around in fear for your
job,” said Lawrence, who now s a sole
practitioner. “A Jot of the senior PDs
left or were pushed out early. I knew

one person who quit to take a job that -

paid half as much.”

Boxer, a graduate of Benjamin N.
Cardozo School of Law in New York,
worked in private practice for several
years before becoming a Los Angeles
County deputy public defender in
1995.

She later worked for the Orange

County alternate and associate public
defender’s offices before being hired
as San Bernardino County’s public
defender in March 2006.

Boxer came into the office as it was
still reeling from the resignation ofits
previous leader, J ohn Roth, ayear ear-
lier. Roth, who had served since 2000,
quit after supervisors suspended him
for hiring a lawyer with a criminal
record.

Roth’s predecessor, David McK-
enna, left the office in 1999 after hir-
ing several lawyers and investigators
without supervisors’ approval.

On Tuesday, county Supervisors
tapped Phyllis Kay Morris-Green,
a longtime attorney in the public
defender’s office, as interim public
defender. Morris-Green, the county’s
first African-American public defend-
er, has served in the office since 1984.
She has been a chief public defender
since 2002.

f San Bernardino PD Comes Amid Turmoil

“This department is very special
to me, in terms of its mission and the
fact that it has been my home for my
entire career,” Morris-Green saidina
statement. “I look forward to leading
this office by building upon the posi-
tive and focusing on the future.”

Boxer, who said she plans to go into
a private practice handling criminal,
appellate and family law cases, said
she significantly improved the of-
fice during her tenure. She said she
drastically cut instances in which
judges removed deputy public defend-
ers from cases for incompetence,
decreased the amount of time it took
to get defendants to trial, and said
she started the first public defender
investigator’s training program i
the country.

«I built the structure that I wanted
to build,” she said.
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